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Abstract 
The social perspective of the child is a subject of interpretation of many fields of study in Polish examinations which representatives are taking back among others 
to the globalization, medicalization, whether of social transformation and in the process are granting the new dimension. In the present article the social latest 
perspective of the child was presented from the multi-child family in the light of examinations conducted at Polish schools and they made the attempt to depict the 
intramural dimension of the socialization of the child from a large family, pointing at specific social roles (of pupil, friend, member of the school community) 
which it is filling up in second by the family for environment socialization. 
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1. Main text  
Introduction  
 
Large families are the subject of interest for many different disciplines and are recognized in various aspects of 
cognition, e.g.:  
- as a policategorial educational system  (pedagogy),  
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- demographic, relating to the regularity of the development of its population and describing its character of then, 
now and the future (demography , social politics),  
- the structure and level of the relationship between its members (sociology , social 
psychology),  
- phenomena threatening its proper functioning, such as unemployment, poverty 
(economics, statistics) , 
- forms and types of social participation of age groups (family sociology, sociology of 
education) . 
The common element of the aspects listed above is to treat large families as a basic unit of society .  
In literature on this subject, the school functioning of a child is recognized in various ways. It should be noted, 
however, that the quality of the school procedures depends largely on the process of socialization of the student.  
 
A new social dimension of school functioning for a child from a large family  
 
The socialization which takes place in the family environment is stimulated not only interactions occurring within 
the family or its features. The course of these phenomena within it also has its important considerations in the 
external, social world, in different systems, social structures located outside the family - in the micro-, mezzo- and 
macro-structure and society . Interactions that occur between family and school, and individual circles from the 
external "social world" are mutual, and that is why during the course of my research and analysis I focused my 
attention on family and school directions of influence, not forgetting about interactions from the opposite direction 
as well.  
To properly determine the functioning of a school child from a large family and socialization in the educational 
environment, respectively defining the possibility of socialization, I have based my considerations on the theory of 
socialization proposed by Klaus J. Tillmann, who adopted the definition of socialization formulated by Dicter 
Ciuden and K. Hurrelmann. According to it, socialization is the process of "formation and development of 
personality taking place in mutual interaction with the socially transmitted social and material environment. 
Although, this especially relates to how a person becomes an entity capable of social action.”  The personality of 
children from large families is to me, according to the translation by Hurrelmann , a specific, structure of 
characteristics, properties, attitudes, competencies of action individual for each person. It consists of feelings, 
motivation, knowledge, attitudes towards different values.  
Applying an interdisciplinary approach to the general social functioning of a child in school, I would also like to 
refer to Hurrelmann’s approach , according to which a child from a family with many children should be treated as 
"a being creatively re-creating and mastering the inner and outer reality."  
Thus, the functioning of a child from a large family is expressed by its intra-family and intra-school socialization. 
The consequence of this approach is to emphasize the aspect of the family’s socializing function, which is evident in 
the three school roles taken on by the child: a student, a peer, a member of the school community. This perspective 
indicates the course of socialization in specific social roles, and in normative, evaluating categories. 
Literature suggests that the social role is a socially defined and specified group of rules and expectations 
regarding the desired behaviour of an individual in specific situations . Therefore, diagnosing how a child from a 
large family functions at school, and specifically in social roles, means assessing to what extent s/he meets certain 
social expectations - bans and orders within a given role.  
The social role of the child from a large family is presented in my discussion of theoretical-empirical 
considerations as a compilation of the different roles involved, i.e.:  
- the role of the student (gaining knowledge and skills)  
- the role of a peer (a member of a peer group),  
- as a member of the school community (school community and "sides" in relations  
with the institution of school).   
 
 
 
Discussion of author’s research results 
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Assuming that the socialization function of families and schools should currently be a priority, I have focused my 
research interests on these two environments. The research was conducted in the school year 2008/2009 in the 
Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship and included 200 large families (201 students and 200 parents) from which children 
attended junior-high school .  
In the research I used the diagnostic survey and case-study method, applying survey techniques (customized tools 
- a questionnaire for student and parent) and standardized tool - the questionnaire by E. Zwierzyński and A. 
Matuszewski - "I versus the class", "The class versus me" and the sociometric technique by J.L. Moreno.  
The main research question came down to: What is the process of socialization of a child from a large family?  
In stating the answer to this problem, answering particular research questions proved helpful, namely:  
1. How does a child from a large family function in the role of the student?  
2. How does a child from a large family function as a friend?  
3. How does a child from a large family function as a member of the school community?  
The functioning of a child from a large family in a social role in the school environment primarily means entering 
into relationships with other people - teachers, students, as well as elements not related to features specific for school 
situations.  
When you try to outline the most important relationships and characteristics that comprise the different social 
roles performed by a child from a family with many children, the subject of diagnosis become the role of the student 
– in accordance with the indicators accepted by me, i.e. possibilities to carry out school responsibilities, educational 
achievement or failure, interests and talents, relationship with teachers, school attendance, motivation to learn, 
educational and occupational aspirations of the student, students’ own opinion - a subjective assessment of what kind 
of student the child is, the parents’ attitude towards learning and school duties of the child, parents' educational 
aspirations in relation to the child, aid in studying, parents’ contact with the school.  
Within the tested junior-high school, the students that dominated were the ones who were characterized by an 
average level of educational achievement both among boys and girls. A high level of achievement was identified by 
54 participants, representing 27% of the respondents, while only 3 persons (1.5%) comprised the low level of 
achievement. The obtained data allowed to form the conclusion somewhat different from previous ones , that is, 
large families do not have to be an environment threatening proper socialization of the child in the role of a student, 
expressed in a child’s educational achievements. 
From the pedagogical point of view, an important result also appeared to be the statistical relationship between 
the subjective self-assessment of what kind of student the child from a large family regards him/herself to be and 
his/her number of siblings (Table 2).  
Among the participants, the vast majority - 126 people (63%) assessed themselves as average students. This 
group was dominated by students with two siblings (36%), followed by students having three sisters/brothers (19%). 
In third place, in terms of frequency of choice, was the group describing him/herself as a very good student. Such 
choices were made by junior-high students having two, three or four siblings - a total of 70 respondents (35%). Only 
4 persons (2%) regarded themselves as being weak students. They were the representatives from families with three 
or four children.  
Students with the largest families (2+6, 2+7) regarded themselves as average students. They accounted for 
approximately 3% of participants.  
Participating junior-high students also pointed to having a variety of different interests. Prevailing among them 
was an interest in sports (97 persons, i.e. 45.3%), which, included among others, dance. Further, artistic (51 persons, 
i.e. 25.4%), humanistic (40 persons, i.e. 19.9%) and technical interests, mainly computer science (34 persons, i.e. 
16.91%). A smaller group of respondents - 27 people (13.4%) indicated medical subjects as a source of interest, 24 
(11.9%) - Maths, 23 people (11.4%) - Science. Only 5 participants (2.4%) declared an interest in Economics, and 6 
(2.9%) in other.  
 
 
 
Chart I. Junior-high school students’ types of interests 
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Source: own research  
* Note: Total answers > 100% because some respondents indicated multiple interests  
 
The role of a peer was determined using the following indicators: the ability to engage in conflict-free peer 
relationships, the level of social skills (socialization), social position among peers (sociometric position, peer 
acceptance, lack of peer acceptance, feeling of comfort in school classroom), participation in informal social, peer 
and subculture groups. The research procedure also took the subjective aspect of playing this role by a child from a 
large family into account, i.e. the individual perception of the role from the child's perspective and his/her 
assessment. To achieve this goal, the standardized research tools already mentioned above - "I versus the class" and 
the sociometric questionnaire by J. L. Morena helped to achieve this goal. Additionally, as part of the mentioned 
role, I have extracted unusual profiles, further specified by the individual case-study method, which simultaneously 
constitutes the qualitative dimension of the research.  
Social interaction, being a direct means of socialization, is shaped by the social environment in which the child 
plays the role of a peer.  
Among the sample, the vast majority of respondents (119 persons, i.e. 59.2%) feel good among his/her 
classmates. This group was mostly dominated by girls (75 persons, i.e. 37.3%). The feeling of very good well-being 
among peers was represented by 56 respondents (27.8%). An interesting fact is that the views of young people that 
feel very good among classmates polarize themselves – i.e., in terms of numbers, they are similar in both girls and 
boys. Regardless of this, the so called average well-being was identified among 24 of the surveyed junior-high 
school students (11.9%). Only one person appeared to be clearly uncomfortable, i.e. s/he felt bad. 
Analysis of the results of my own research allowed to conclude that the majority of junior-high school students 
identified themselves only with their class peer group (160 people). Only 62 participants associated themselves with 
local environmental groups related to their place of residence. Only a few junior-high school students belong to other 
associations and youth organizations. Only 5 people further develop their interests through its participation in 
various extracurricular activities.  
Referring to perception of the child from a family with many children as unaccepted by the other students in 
different time frequencies, a clear dominance was evident (88 persons, representing 43.7%) of junior-high school 
students who had never experienced bullying and "being made fun of". 50 people (24.8%) rarely felt such behaviour, 
40 (19.9%) from time to time. Disturbing is the fact that as many as 21 subjects (10.4%) stated they are teased or 
made fun of by their classmates.  
Pointing to the qualitative dimension of the empirical research, an analysis of the research material obtained 
through the use of the sociometric questionnaire and two out of seven unusual clusters among children from large 
families are provided below.  
After all members of the study group were given the specially considered and formulated questions concerning 
the studied problem, the answers to each question were collected. Respondents used codes assigned to individual 
surnames of the members of the study group, who in their opinion, met the requirements stated in the question. 
Thanks to this advanced technology, sociometric position of the children from large families in the class group was 
determined. The tool using this technique was a questionnaire which contained eight questions. The subjects had to 
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choose three partners due to some necessity. If they provided the codes of three people with whom they would like 
to perform a certain action, they were also required to provide the codes of three people with whom they would not 
want to perform the task. The questions were as follows:  
1a) Who would you like to share your interests with?  
1b) Who would you not like to share their interests with?  
2a) Who would you like to go on vacation with from you class?  
2b) Who would you not like to go on vacation with from your class?  
3a) Who would you like to prepare a pair-work project with?  
3b) And who would you not like to prepare this project with? 
4a) Who would you leave in class to look after your personal belongings?  
4b) Who would you not leave in class to look after your personal belongings?  
A complete picture of the social situation of students from families with many children is shown in Table 124, 
representing an analysis of responses to individual sociometric questions.  
Analysis of percentage results of the test shows that junior-high school students with four, five or six siblings 
received lower ratios of sociometric position in the class than students from families with two or three siblings.  
The students belonging to the first two sociometric groups have a positive reputation among peers, are liked and 
fully accepted, which facilitates their identification with the group and active participation in the life of the class. 
And thus the position of the sociometric star was characterized by 6.0% of respondents from families with two and 
4.5% with three siblings. The least, only 2.5% of respondents, were in the group of sociometric stars from families 
with the number of siblings higher than three. Full acceptance by the class was received by almost the same number 
of children from families with two or three siblings (respectively 36.3% and 30%). Significantly fewer children in 
families of four or more children (11.1%) were fully accepted by peers from the class. Students partially accepted 
(located in positions of conflict, as well as enjoying being liked by peers) were the largest group of children from 
families with four, five or six siblings (51.6%). In families with two siblings, 21.4% of the junior-high school 
students were partially accepted by their peers, the same result of sociometric position was obtained by 36.4% of 
respondents from families with three siblings. The number of students from different family types, partially isolated, 
thus treated indifferently by other peers, was comparable. Data related to total isolation was similar for students from 
large families with different numbers of children. Sociometric research showed that 5.8% of subjects with two 
siblings, 3.4% with three, and 4.2% of students with more than three siblings were partially rejected by the class. 
The lowest sociometric position (total rejection) was reached by 4.1% of the families with the largest number of 
children. Analysis of the sociometric position of the rejected students, meaning those who are perceived as having a 
negative attitude, indicates that families with four children only comprised 2.6%, and the lowest percentage in this 
sociometric group was achieved by students having two siblings (0.9%).  
 
 
Table 1. Sociometric positions of the studied junior-high school students from large families in the class context 
(N=201) 
 
Types of sociometric position  Number of siblings  Sociometric questions Average  percentage 
  1a and 1b 2a and 2b 3a and 3b 4a and 4b  
  N % N % N % N %  
Sociometric star two 6 5.1 8 6.8 6 5.1 8 6.8 6.0 
 three 4 6.1 3 4.5 2 3.0 3 4.5 4.5 
 four or more 1 5.5 1 5.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 2.8 
Total acceptance two 42 35.9 45 38.5 39 33.3 44 37.6 36.3 
 three 21 31.8 15 22.7 20 30.3 23 35.0 30.0 
 four or more 2 11.1 1 5.5 3 16.6 2 11.1 11.1 
Partial accepatance two 22 18.8 27 23.1 32 27.3 19 16.2 21.4 
 three 32 48.5 28 42.6 21 31.8 15 22.7 36.4 
 Four or more 7 39.0 9 50.1 10 55.8 11 61.3 51.6 
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Partial isolation two 25 21.4 25 21.4 18 15.4 22 18.8 19.3 
 three 5 7.6 15 22.7 13 19.7 17 25.7 18.9 
 four or more 3 16.7 4 22.3 3 16.6 3 16.6 18.1 
Total isolation two 10 8.5 8 6.8 13 11.1 18 15.4 10.5 
 three 1 1.5 2 3.0 4 6.1 4 6.1 4.2 
 four or more 2 11.1 2 11.1 1 5.5 1 5.5 8.3 
Partial rejection two 10 8.5 3 2.6 9 7.8 5 4.4 5.8 
 three 1 1.5 2 3.0 4 6.1 2 3.0 3.4 
 four or more 2 11.1 1 5.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 4.2 
Total rejection two 2 1.8 1 0.8 0 0.0 1 0.8 0.9 
 three 2 3.0 1 1.5 2 3.0 2 3.0 2.6 
 four or more 1 5.5 0 0.0 1 5.5 1 5.5 4.1 
Total  two 117 100.0 117 100.0 117 100.0 117 100.0 100.0 
 three 66 100.0 66 100.0 66 100.0 66 100.0 100.0 
 four or more 18 100.0 18 100.0 18 100.0 18 100.0 100.0 
Source: own research.  
 
In summary, during discussion regarding the position of the child from a large family in the classroom 
(sociometric position of children from large families), it should be noted that these children are generally accepted 
by social groups. The surveyed junior-high school students were dominated by partial and complete acceptance by 
the class, especially among groups which were mostly representative in terms of their number of siblings, i.e. 
subjects with two or three siblings. Furthermore, we found that children from large families, in which the largest 
number of children are raised, are students located in a position of conflict and at the same time, are accepted by 
his/her classmates.  
At a further stage of research, the qualitative analysis allowed to distinguish special, individual cases of children 
from large families in comparison to the group. This proves that the isolated individual cases created specific 
profiles. 
In order to provide a comprehensive diagnosis of a child's functioning as a member of the school community, I 
focused on analysis of the “apart-from-didactic” relationship with teachers, positive relationships with the teacher, 
the child's relationship towards school, school regulations and requirements of discipline, involvement in school life, 
adaptation (and how it is perceived) to the school environment, representing the school from the outside and care for 
its common property.  
Among the studied youth, a clear majority liked school (183 persons, i.e. 91%). Negative answers were given by 
only 18 people (8.9%). This may indicate a desire to attend school, which is the only second to the family, 
environment organizing individual activity during adolescence.  
The study also analyzed the impact of motivating educators and positive relationships apart from the merely 
didactic. As many as 90 of the participants (44.7%) confirmed that educators were perceived by young people as a 
positive motivator, positively affecting their students and assisting them in choice making and problem solving. 
Unfortunately, uncomforting is the fact that the majority of respondents - 111 people (55.2%) did not express an 
opinion about the positive teacher-class relationship.  
 
Conclusions  
 
The figures presented above represent only a small part of broader research and analysis. Thus, the summary of 
only a few aspects of the school social functioning (socialization) of children from large families is presented 
through three social roles.  
Literature on the subject emphasizes that socialization is a group function. If the family is to socialize, it should 
be large. This relationship is evident among the opinions of the studied adolescents. These indicate that: the higher 
the number of siblings, the higher the level of socialization.  
Large families may contribute to society because they are still, in fact, a “social-educational institution” which is 
confirmed by empirical studies. Multiplicity of interactions within a large family leads to children’s positive 
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attitudes towards school, willingness to participate in school peer groups, higher self-esteem in terms a child’s own 
perception of him/herself, and being accepted by the remaining members of the class.  
Referring to the data given in the article, defining these social roles of a child from large families, it may be 
concluded that so-called. "social segregation" occurs, which is expressed, among others, in the average level of 
educational achievement of the child from a family with many children.  
In general, it may be stated that large families are an appropriate environment facilitating the socialization of a 
child. Proof of this statement is: optimal self-esteem of the surveyed junior-high school students, with a tendency to 
rather over- than underestimate themselves, diversity of interests, a definitely positive and very good feeling of well-
being among peers, peer acceptance, belonging to a peer group and a positive attitude towards the institution of 
school.  
It can be concluded that the surveyed junior-high school students from large families are characterized by 
perseverance in pursuit of a goal, not needing extra motivation from a teacher-educator. They are motivated to 
achieve success, which is evidenced by the fact that more than half of the respondents do not indicate a positive 
motivating relationship with the teacher. It can also indicate a lack of a teacher authority figure. 
In conclusion, the studied large families do not comprise the so-called "socially impaired groups". Socialization 
occurs properly within them. As stated by Patrick J. Renihan , young people, including those examined by me, often 
maintain extensive contact with each other and their peers. Rarely are they isolated. They learn patterns of behaviour 
from each other, having a kind of mirror of their own person in their brothers or sisters. Growing up with several 
siblings contributes to the development of creativity, especially when children are of different sexes. They teach 
each other openness, unconventional behaviour, shaping various social roles.  
Thus, the final conclusion, regardless of how large is the family, it may create proper conditions for the 
socialization of children.  
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